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Summary of Report 

 
This report informs Council of Key Decisions taken by the Executive in circumstances of 
special urgency since 24 April 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations 

 
That the report be noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Other than those implications agreed with the relevant Officers and referred to below, there are no other 
implications associated with this report. 

Financial 
Implications 

 

Legal Implications Community &  
Environmental 
Implications 

Human Resources 
Implications 

Equality & 
Diversity 

Implications 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

  

Contact Officer 
 

Marie Todd, Senior Policy and Democratic Services Officer 
01249 706612 mtodd@northwilts.gov.uk 
 



Report No. 8 

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Regulation 20 of the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to 

Information) (England) Regulations 2000 requires the Leader of the Council to submit 
a quarterly report to Council on how often the special urgency procedure in respect of 
Key Decisions has been used.  

 
1.2 The special urgency procedure only applies to Key Decisions that were not included 

in the Executive Workplan. 
 
 
2. Options 
 
2.1 That the report be noted. 
 
2.2 There are no other options. 
 
 
3. Background Information 
 
 Procedure for Key Decisions 
 
3.1 The general procedure for taking Key Decisions requires that: 
 

(a) an Executive Workplan containing reference to the decision has been published; 
 
(b) at least 5 clear days have elapsed since the publication of the said Executive 

Workplan; 
 
(c) where the decision is taken at a meeting of the Executive, notice of the meeting 

has been given in accordance with Rule 4.4 of the Council’s Constitution. 
 
3.2 Should it not be possible to comply with this procedure, a Key Decision can be taken 

in the following circumstances: 
 

General Exception 

 
3.3 Regulation 15 of the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to 

Information) (England) Regulations 2000 allows for a Key Decision to be taken if it 
has not been included in the Executive Workplan and cannot be deferred until the 
publication of the next Executive Workplan. The decision can be taken provided that 
at least five clear days notice has been given to the Chairman of the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee and the public before the decision is taken. 

 

Special Urgency 

 
3.4 In certain circumstances it may not be possible to comply with the General Exception 

requirements.  In these circumstances Regulation 16 of Regulations can be applied.  
Regulation 16 allows for a Key Decision to be taken without the five clear days’ notice, 
provided that agreement has been obtained from the Chairman of the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee (or in his absence the Chairman of the Council) that the decision 
could reasonably be regarded as urgent in the circumstances. 
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4. Quarterly Report 
 
4.1 As at the date of this report, no Key Decisions have been taken by the Executive in 

circumstances of special urgency since 24 April 2007. 
 
 
5. Risk Assessment 
 
5.1 There are no risks associated with this report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendices: 
 

 
• None 

 
Background Documents 
Used in the Preparation 
of this Report: 
 

 
None 

 
Previous Decisions Connected with this Report 
 

Report Committee & Date Minute Reference 
 
• None 
 

  

 


