
What is Neighbourhood Planning?



A Neighbourhood Plan

or a 

Development Order?

Neighbourhood Plans Neighbourhood Development Orders

A neighbourhood plan can establish general 

planning policies for the development and 

use of land in a defined area. The plan 

A neighbourhood development order 

directly grants planning permission for 

certain kinds of developments within a use of land in a defined area. The plan 

might specify, for example, where new 

homes and offices should be built, and what 

they should look like. The plan sets a vision 

for the future, and can be detailed or 

general depending on what local people 

want.

certain kinds of developments within a 

neighbourhood area. Permission could 

be full or outline, could have 

conditions attached and could be site-

specific or grant more generalised 

development rights across a 

neighbourhood area.



Advice from Wiltshire Council

As the relevant local authority, Wiltshire Council is 
required to fulfil various legal duties to support 
neighbourhood planning in Wiltshire. These include 
publishing neighbourhood area applications for 
consultation, designating neighbourhood areas, 
publishing submitted plan proposals, appointing the 
consultation, designating neighbourhood areas, 
publishing submitted plan proposals, appointing the 
independent examiner, and organising the 
independent examination and referendum. The 
Localism Act 2011 also places a legal duty on local 
planning authorities to give advice or assistance to 
parish and town councils that want to undertake 
neighbourhood planning.



Wiltshire Council has developed a guide specifically 

targeted towards parish and town councils wishing to explore 

the neighbourhood planning process:



Who to contact?



http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planninganddevelopment/

planningpolicy/neighbourhoodplanning.htm



Frequently Asked Questions



Sources of External Support
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG)

• The DCLG neighbourhood planning webpage provides an overview of how neighbourhood 
planning works. Central government also post regular bulletins about news and policy 
developments related to neighbourhood planning online -see the notes on neighbourhood 
planning webpage for more details.

Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood Planning 2013-2015

• On 1 May 2013, a new 2 year, £9.5million support programme for communities engaging in 
neighbourhood planning will be launched. The government has awarded a contract to 
Locality in partnership with the Royal Town Planning Institute, Planning Aid England and 
partners to deliver this programme.

• Parish and town councils preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan or Neighbourhood 
Development Order in England will be able to apply for grants. This factsheet provides Development Order in England will be able to apply for grants. This factsheet provides 
information about the programme.

Locality

• Locality is leading the ‘supporting communities in neighbourhood planning’ scheme and their 
website will act as the single entry point to the programme.

• Locality is an organisation that can offer help to groups at all stages of the neighbourhood 
planning process. Locality has produced a guide to understanding neighbourhood planning
available online

Planning Aid

• Part of the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI), Planning Aid England offers planning advice 
and support to individuals and communities. Planning Aid manage a website that supports 
people and communities who are using new powers under the Localism Act 2011 to create 
neighbourhood plans.

• The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)

• The CPRE have also produced a guide to neighbourhood planning



http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk



www.malmesburyneighbourhood.com


