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Item 18 — Members’ Questions
From Councillor Trevor Carbin, Holt
To Councillor Nick Botterill, Cabinet member for Development Control,
Strategic Planning, Finance, Procurement and Commissioning
Question (22-17)

What'’s your opinion on the campaign for fair tax run by the Fair Tax Foundation, and
should Wiltshire Council sign up to the Councils for Fair Tax declaration?

Response:

The Council supports appropriate payment of all taxes due. Taxation is levied in
order to fund a huge array of public services as well as seeks to counter financial
inequalities, both locally and nationally.

My understanding is that the Fair Tax Foundation is primarily focussed on
corporation tax which is a tax payable by companies following a complex legislative
framework. The definition of profit for corporation tax purposes is set out in
legislation and is not the same as the profit/loss shown in a company’s annual
accounts.

Wiltshire Council as a local authority does not pay corporation tax although it deals
with many entities which do. All taxes should be paid in line with the law and the
regulations in place and being in breach of these leads to significant consequences
which can include criminal proceedings. Wiltshire Council will not knowingly engage
with entities which are in breach of their legal obligations whether that is with respect
to matters of taxation or indeed any other aspect.

The Council’s Corporate Procurement Strategy provides a robust framework for the
council and focuses on the delivery of corporate and social goals, using transparent
processes. The council commits to meeting its obligations to ensure that all
procurement activity addresses relevant social, economic and environmental
standards, and that entities the council contracts with meet their legal obligations.

The Council also sets out its support for appropriate taxation and a zero tolerance
approach in its Anti-Tax Evasion Policy.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffairtaxmark.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F06%2FCouncils-for-Fair-Tax-Declaration-ENG-CYM-2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CTara.Shannon%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C852160467c7f4708bdb208daa53498c2%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C638003942553000377%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=enTWXmxbT%2FAh2%2F5uiYj2TEEf2ByD8gHp16%2Fl5EOzYWc%3D&reserved=0

