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Issue 3: Does the distribution of site allocations accord with the spatial strategy in the WCS? In particular: 
 
3.3 Is the approach set out in Stages 1 and 2 of the site selection process justified?  In particular, has a consistent and    
 justified approach been taken to excluding specific locations from the scope of the exercise, including: 
 
 • areas with made or emerging Neighbourhood Plans? (* Note, in responding to this question, the Council is requested to provide an 
 up   to date assessment of the stage each relevant Neighbourhood Plan is at in its preparation). 
 
1.0 Introduction: 
 This representation is intended to draw the Examiner’s attention to the role of the Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plan (NDP) in 
 delivering housing for Market Lavington and the current state of preparation of the Market Lavington NDP in full (Issue 3). It supports the 
 approach taken by the WHSAP and confirms its soundness.  
 
2.0 Representation 
 Wiltshire Council has applied a justified approach in terms of site selection and the emerging Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plan 
 (NDP). 
 
2.1 During NDP production it became clear that potential conflict existed between the first draft of the WHSAP and the NDP. This is 
 explained in the NDP (Extracts attached) . The WHSAP was subsequently amended removing the proposed housing sites in the 
 Market Lavington plan area. This decision was supported by a re-appraisal of housing need by Wiltshire Council that concluded that 
 there was no longer any strategic need to allocate the sites. It was also recognised that the NDP was close to submission. 
 
2.2 The effect of this decision was essentially to place the future development of Market Lavington (a Local Service Centre) in the hands of 
 the emerging NDP. This was logical since the NDP was close to submission (Regulation 16) at the time. The position was welcomed by 
 the NDP Steering Group, which believed that there was a need to allocate sites for housing and also to support local business 
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 development though planning policy aimed at increasing the vitality, viability and self-containment of the village. This was supported 
 through extensive community engagement and an independent housing survey.  
 
2.3 The Submission Draft of the NDP allocates 88 homes (more than the original HSAP proposals) on sites that have community support 
 and are likely to pass referendum. Some of these sites were also proposed by the HSAP, some were not. Site selection was based on 
 logical and locally relevant criteria fully described in the NDP.  
 
2.4 The NDP takes great care to balance the new housing with employment (and has policies for both) as well as safeguarding biodiversity, 
 heritage and landscape. The  overall aim is to improve the sustainability of Market Lavington by providing sufficient homes and facilities 
 in close proximity to reduce the need to travel, while minimising harm to the environment.  
 
2.5 It is the contention of this representation therefore that Wiltshire Council’s approach in dropping the original sites from the WHSAP and 
 allowing provision to be made via the NDP was a logical one because: 
 

 Their own calculations indicated no strategic housing need 

 They were aware that the NDP was well advanced and was about to reach the Regulation 16 stage and would be allocating 
sufficient  development to meet any local need.  

 
 The WHSAP approach is likely to result in: 
 

 The carrying forward of Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS) policies 

 The meeting of any local housing need and, 

 The achievement of sustainable development 

 The encouragement of neighbourhood planning as required by the NPPF and PPG.  
  
 
2.6 State of Preparation of the Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plan 
 The Market Lavington NDP has been completed. An attempt made to submit it on 3rd January 2019.  At that time Wiltshire Council 
 changed its mind regarding the need for an SEA.  
 
2.7 The new requirement was based on the Conservation of Habitats and Species and Planning (Various Amendments) (England and 
 Wales) Regulations 2018 which came into force on 28th December 2018. These require an SEA where the requirement for an HRA (an 
 ‘Appropriate Assessment’ under the regulations) is triggered. This was the case here due to the proximity of the Salisbury Plain Special 
 Area of Conservation (SAC). 
 



2.8 An HRA has since been carried out and found that no impact on the SAC will result from the Market Lavington NDP. A focussed SEA 
 has been started, but given that its only issue to consider will be the (non-existent) impact on the SAC, this seems certain to return a 
 positive verdict and allow the NDP to proceed immediately to submission  (i.e. the Regulation 15/16 Stage).  
 
2.9 Normally Wiltshire Council will only give significant weight to an NDP where it is at the Regulation 16 stage. Given the above 
 circumstances however, it is thought that the Market Lavington NDP can logically be regarded to be at the Regulation 15/16 stage for 
 the planning purposes of the WHSAP, and that therefore Wiltshire Council is logical and consistent in the approach of the WHSAP to 
 development in this area. It is hoped that the plan will be submitted before or during the WHSAP Examination.   

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE BELOW FOR EXTRACTS FROM MARKET LAVINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  



Attachment: 

Extract from Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plan (included because the Inspector will not yet have seen this or otherwise have access to it) 

  



(Paragraph 4.13 following are relevant) 
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WILTSHIRE HOUSING SITE ALLOCATIONS PLAN (WHSAP) EXAMINATION 

Written Statement by Market Lavington Parish Council (Issue 4) – Respondent Ref No: 924012 

 

Issue 4: Has the site selection process for housing allocations been soundly based? 

1.0 Introduction: 

1.1 This statement is made supporting the soundness of the WHSAP and in particular its approach towards housing provision in the Local 

 Service Centre of Market Lavington (Issue 4).   

2.0 Representation 

2.1 There are no housing site allocations in Market Lavington in the WHSAP, however, the development of the area has been adequately 

 taken forward  by the emerging Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plan using logical site selection criteria (see attachment). 

 

 

PLEASE SEE BELOW FOR EXTRACTS FROM MARKET LAVINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
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Attachment: 

Extract from Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plan (included because the Inspector will not yet have seen this or otherwise have access to it) 

  



(Paragraph 4.13 following are relevant) 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



 



 



  



 



 



  



  



  



  



  



 


