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Wiltshire Council Mission

“ We are on the path to carbon neutral (net zero)…

The council has acknowledged a climate emergency and committed to becoming carbon neutral as an 

organisation by 2030. Through its leadership, it must now seek to make the whole of Wiltshire carbon

neutral too.  

• Become a Carbon neutral organisation by 2030.

• Assist the county to have a smaller carbon footprint

• Support decarbonisation of existing transport and increased use of public transport options as well as 

walking and cycling.

• Prepare the county for the impact of climate change.

• Invest in assets to support our lowering carbon output …”

Wiltshire Council Business Plan 2022-2032 



October 2023 climate update to Cabinet and Full Council

• The report provided an update to council on climate action since the last update in 

May 2023. Listen to Cllr Nick Holder at the cabinet meeting [from 30:16 to 38:45]

• Council is on track to be carbon neutral by 2030

• Council and county-wide indicators were presented on a scorecard as a basis for 

Wiltshire organisations and individuals to work in partnership towards net zero. 

• A report on the Solar Together scheme was included.

• Council resolved to adopt the proposed Environmental Policy. The policy says how 

the council mitigates the environmental impacts from its operations.

• The annual Greenhouse Gas Report was also published in September.

• Press release - provides a summary of recent climate action. Some highlights are 

shown on the following infographics. See also Latest Updates and News Releases

https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=141&MId=14750
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=141&MId=14750
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s218817/Update_CouncilResponse_ClimateEmergency_RevisedEnvironmentalPolicy_App2.pdf
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s218690/Update_CouncilResponse_ClimateEmergency_RevisedEnvironmentalPolicy_App3.pdf
https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s218689/Update_CouncilResponse_ClimateEmergency_RevisedEnvironmentalPolicy_App1.pdf
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-change
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/wiltshire-council-on-track-to-be-carbon-neutral-by
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-emergency






What else is the council doing?

• To see what the council is doing 
on climate change going forward 

– Climate Strategy;

– Climate Strategy Delivery Plan;

– Carbon Neutral Council Plan

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-change
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-change
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-change


Upcoming highlights

• Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) and EV Strategy - team being recruited.

• Draft Local Plan includes policy on net zero development and renewable energy. Following 

consultation in November 2023, any necessary changes will be made and the plan 

submitted for examination by planning inspector.

• Tree wardens scheme and council GAPS team will be ramping up tree planting.

• Adaptation and Resilience to climate change impacts – plan being reviewed.

• Carbon Literacy – for council officers, councillors, community

• Council chosen for SSEN's Local Energy Net Zero Accelerator. Using a map-based tool to 

help understand and plan energy demand & supply, and grid capacity



Retrofit Highlights

•HUG Home Upgrade Grant Scheme – government fund for low-income 

households. Communications and marketing to start in January and installations 

to start in early Q1 2024.

•Retrofit Energy Advice for able to pay households – Local Energy Advice 

Demonstrator (led by Centre for Sustainable Energy)

•Solar Together. Scheme 1 success (700 households participated); Scheme 2 up 

and running and 124 installations completed so far.



How to keep up to date on the council’s climate action

• Council has decided to move to annual reporting instead of six-
monthly. This will help the council to spend more time on delivery 
rather than compiling a report.

• Next full report on the council’s response to the climate emergency 
due October 2024.

In the meantime – 

• Sign up for council e-news (newsletters for residents, businesses, 
schools, town and parish councils)

• View the council website for updates on what the council is doing 
and for information for residents, businesses and schools on taking 
climate action and finding grants Climate change - Wiltshire 
Council.

• Look out for press releases and social media posts. 
 Click on the Facebook or Twitter icons:

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/newsletter
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-emergency
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/climate-change
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/climate-change
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fwiltscouncil&data=05%7C01%7CVictoria.Burvill%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C9656e6a9f6d343ae6c8f08dbe4320171%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C638354675642129218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4e0laI6Zdz8qpmZUGq9dQjt3VwMt3dLfR%2FHKtD41wR0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/WiltshireCouncil/?locale=en_GB


Information for Area Boards and Parish Councils

• All Area Boards have environment and / or climate among their priorities. 
The council’s climate and environment teams will connect with Area Board 
Environment Leads to support their action planning.

• Town and Parish Councils – please look out for updates via the e-
newsletter to clerks and monthly online meetings.  

• Following the successful action planning workshops earlier in 2023 the 
Climate Team will contact local councils to find out how the climate action 
is going, and how to support towns and parishes with making an impact 
and sharing their experiences.

• Please share: School resource for creating effective Active Travel plans. 
Watch the video here Active travel toolkit for schools – YouTube

• Tree planting – the council is looking for land and local volunteer Tree 
Wardens to help plant trees, orchards and woodlands. 

Contact
Climate Team climate@wiltshire.gov.uk
Tree Planting Grant Application and Planting Support GAPS@wiltshire.gov.uk  

https://rightchoice.wiltshire.gov.uk/Page/32171
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaoTppTPgpY
mailto:climate@wiltshire.gov.uk
mailto:GAPS@wiltshire.gov.uk
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