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Summary of Report 

To consider a verbal request received from the Malmesbury Carnival Committee to use the 
Station Road Car Park, Malmesbury for carnival events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officer Recommendations 

 
To grant the request from Malmesbury Carnival Committee and allow the use of Station Road 
Car Park for August Bank Holiday weekend provided the user agrees to a bond of £2,000 to 
cover any damage arising from usage, plus all legal expenses for drawing up a license.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Other than those implications agreed with the relevant Officers and referred to below, there are no other 
implications associated with this report. 

Financial 
Implications 

 

Legal Implications Community &  
Environmental 

Implications 

Human Resources 
Implications 

Equality & 
Diversity 

Implications 

Yes Yes Yes None None 

 
Contact Officer 
 

David Stirling     Asset, Design and Regeneration Manager,  01249 706502     
dstirling@northwilts.gov.uk 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 To consider a verbal request received from the Malmesbury Carnival Committee to 
 use the Station Road Car Park, Malmesbury for carnival events. 
 
 
2. Options and Options Appraisal 
 
2.1 Option 1: Refuse request. 
 
2.2 Option 2: Allow use without any payment or Bond. 
 
2.3 Option 3: Allow use provided the user agrees to a Bond of £2,000 to cover any 

  damage arising from usage, plus all legal expenses for drawing up 
  license.  

 
 
3. Background Information 
 
3.1 For many years the Malmesbury Carnival Committee have been given permission for 

the use of Station Road car park in the town for the location of a fun fair during the 
carnival over the August bank holiday.  The Committee have provided an alternative 
parking site during this closure and undertaken publicity and signage to ensure that 
people are aware of the change.  Permission is being sought again for the 2007 
carnival. 

 
3.2 A number of issues have arisen which make this a less clear decision than in 

previous years, these being: 
 

• The introduction of parking charges 
• Damage to kerb stones in the car park caused by heavy vehicles  
• Cost of drawing up a license 

 
3.3 In previous years there has been no charge for the use of the site, no charge for legal 

fees (in previous years a license has not been drawn up) and no bond taken to cover 
any potential damage to the site.  With the introduction of parking charges there will 
be a loss of revenue which has been estimated to be £500, whilst the cost of legal 
fees will be £100 plus VAT.  

 
3.4 Damage to kerb stones caused by previous use for has cost £2,000 to repair. 
 
3.5 The issue of a commercial operator (Danter’s Fair) using the site for free has also 

been raised.  Jennings Fair, who hire Monkton Park, pay £320 per operational day, 
however, they have not previously paid when they use River Island as part of the 
Christmas light ‘switch-on’ organised by Chippenham Town Council.    

 
3.6 There is no standard policy on payment for use of Council land and assets. Normally 

commercial requests to access Council sites for commercial operations are discussed 
with the Council’s Valuer and compensation/payment sought. In cases where the 
event is part of a cultural or regeneration festival no hire charges or compensation 
has previously been sought. However, where damage is likely a bond may be sought. 

 
3.7 Whilst it would be inappropriate to make it difficult for the carnival fair to take place, 

clearly the Council may not wish to be exposed to costs to remedy damage caused or 
any legal fees.  The cost of repairs to kerbs and ground surfaces is the main concern. 
The loss of £500 revenue, whilst not ideal, is possibly bearable.   



 
3.8 Asking for a bond of £2,000 from and the legal fees would be the best way forward. 

This has been requested and provided on other vulnerable sites (eg Chippenham 
Town Bridge) 

 
 
4.  Financial Implications  
 
4.1 Potential loss of car parking income of around £500 arising from option 2 and 3. 

Potential revenue cost of repair and licence of £2500 if Option 2 resolved. 
 
 
5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 Legal time and expense involved in option 1 and 2 
 
 
6. Community & Environmental Implications 
 
6.1 The Carnival has community interest and support and regeneration benefits for the 

commercial traders. 
 
 
7. Risk Analysis   
 
7.1 The risks arising from this report Relate to the Council’s reputation and the need to 

establish clear guidelines for hire/use of Council’s  land/assets for local events,   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendices: 
 

• None  

 
Background Documents 
Used in the Preparation 
of this Report: 
 

• None 

 
Previous Decisions Connected with this Report 
 

Report Committee & Date Minute Reference 

• None   
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