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54.  Appendix 4 
How to Appraise Design 

It is often argued that appraisal of what constitutes good design is subjective and that 
"beauty is in the eye of the beholder. This is not a credible argument and will not be 
accepted by Salisbury District Council as an excuse for poorly exercised and ill-conceived 
schemes. The appraisal of good design has widely accepted and internationally established 
principles as much as any other of the recognised professions. 

 It has been one of the purposes of this guide to try and break down some of the mystique 
and misconceptions that surround the issue of design. To this end this appendices 
highlights the stages that The Local Planning Authority will go through when appraising 
your scheme. There are no secret formulas and it may provide you with some very 
valuable guidance that you can apply to your ideas at an early stage to see if they are likely 
to be acceptable to the Council  

Step 1: Think about the spaces around your site and consider how they 
connect. 
Think about the framework of routes and spaces that connect locally and more widely, and the way 
other developments, routes and spaces relate to one another. Consideration of how your particular 
proposals can plug into the existing framework and not harm it should be your starting point.  These 
issues are often referred to as "Layout: Urban Structure"

Step 2 Take a look at the predominant pattern of buildings in the area?
You should look at the pattern of the arrangement of street blocks, plots and their buildings in a 
settlement. Is your area characterised by a regular pattern such as a 1930's style development, or is 
more irregular due to the use of many different types of buildings. You should try and ensure that 
your proposals are in keeping with the general pattern that prevails in your area. These issues are 
often referred to as, "Layout: Urban Grain"

Step 3 Take time to look at the wider landscape
Consider the character and appearance of the land, including its shape, form ecology, natural 
features, colours and elements, and the way these components combine. Then think how your 
proposal can be designed to blend into it. May be the use of native species for new hedges, or the 
creation of contours could help. Is there an established field pattern your development could sit 
within without causing harm? 

Step 4 How much can you realistically expect to get on this site?
You should consider the amount of development on a given piece of land and the range of uses. 
Density influences the intensity of development, and in combination with the mix of uses can affect a 
place's vitality and viability. However all sites have their limits and you will need to carefully go 
through steps 1 to 3 to help you arrive at a reasonable amount of development. Overdevelopment, 
which is shoehorning too many buildings on one site, can have a damaging impact on the appearance 
of a settlement, similarly bland low-density units may be inappropriate in an area characterised by 
high-density development such as the centre of Salisbury. In each case the key to getting this step 
right is making sure steps 1 to 3 are carried out rigorously. These issues are often referred to as
Density and Mix 

Step 5 Consider how big you development should be
You must design your new building taking full care to ensure it is of an appropriate scale. Scale is the 
size of the building in relation to its surroundings or the size of parts of a building or it's details, 
particularly in relation to the size of a person. Height determines the impact of development on 
views, vistas and skylines. You must also consider the combined effect of the arrangement, volume 
and shape of the building in relation to other buildings and spaces. Again it is essential that the scale 
of your development respects its context and is in keeping with the surrounding pattern of 
development. You must consider the impact the building would have when viewed by other people 
passing by. 

Step 6 What is your finished building actually going to look like?
Once you have gone thoroughly through steps 1 to 4 you must then think about the design details of 
your proposal. Things to consider are the craftsmanship, building techniques, decoration, styles and 
lighting of a building or structure. This includes careful choice of materials where you should consider 
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so that the style of the building respects those of the wider context, although this doesn t necessarily

mean you must copy what's already there. Often a different style can be just as effective. Look for 
example at the contrasting styles that sit together so well in many of our settlements.

Step 7 How to realise your plans
Once you have been through the previous 6 steps, you will be in a position to draft up your plans.
We strongly suggest that a qualified architect with a proven track record is chosen, as drawing up
detailed plans is a skilful and difficult job. Once the plans have produced then please send them into
this office for pre-application discussion so that we can inform you if they are on the right lines.
When finally submitting your planning application you should keep your workings from stages 1 to 6 
and submit them in the form of a "design statement" that explains and supports your chosen design.

Checklist for Appraising a Scheme 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT
Layout: Urban Structure
The framework of routes and spaces that 
connect locally and more widely, and the way 
developments, routes and spaces relate to
one another 

Layout: Urban Grain 
The pattern of the arrangement of street
blocks, plots and their buildings in a 
settlement

Landscape
The character and appearance of the land, 
including its shape, form ecology, natural 
features, colours and elements, and the way 
these components combine

Density and Mix 
The amount of development on a given piece
of land and the range of uses. Density
influences the intensity of development, and 
in combination with the mix of uses can
affect a place's vitality and viability
Scale; Height
Scale is the size of the building in relation to
its surroundings or the size of parts of a
building or it's details, particularly in relation
to the size of a person. Height determines
the impact of development on views, vistas
and skylines 
Scale: Massing 
The combined effect of the arrangement,
volume and shape of the building in relation 
to other buildings and spaces 

Appearance: Details 
The craftsmanship, building techniques,
decoration, styles and lighting of a building or 
structure

Appearance: Materials
The texture, colour, pattern and durability of 
materials and how they are used
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55. Appendix 5  -  Stonehenge Planning Application

Appropriate Assessment under The Conservation
(Natural Habitats & c) Regulations 1994

Proposal: Full Planning Application for New Visitor Centre and Associated Works for
Stonehenge

Location: Land East And West Of Countess Road Amesbury

International Nature Conservation Site: River Avon System Site of Special Scientific
Interest and River Avon Candidate Special Area of Conservation

Nature/Description of Application; Construction Of New Stonehenge Visitor Centre,
Transit System, Undergrounding Of 33 Kv Power Line, Removal Of Existing Visitor Facilities & 
Replacement With New Underground Operations Facility, Restoration Works To A344 And
Environmental Statement

Purpose of this Document
To set an agreed framework with English Nature and other parties as to how the Approriate
Assessment both alone and in combination will be carried out for the Stonehenge application. In each 
category below the relevant guidance is quoted to set the framework and then the work or proposed 
course of action to relate it to this specific planning application is highlighted within the yellow box.

Legislative Framework
Required by Regulation 48 of the Habitats Regulations 1994
implementing Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

Why is an appropriate assessment required for the Stonehenge Application?
Under Regulation 48(1), an appropriate assessment needs to be undertaken in respect of any plan or 
project which:

either alone or in combination with other plans or projects would be likely to have a 
significant effect on a European Site, and

¶ 

¶ is not directly connected with the management of the site for nature conservation.

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
The visitor centre is adjacent to and bordered by the River Avon cSAC and represents a major 
infrastructure proposal that may have significant impacts both alone and in combination on the 
ecology of the watercourse.

When does the appropriate assessment need to be Carried Out?
An appropriate assessment needs to be undertaken in respect of a plan or project described above
before any "competent authority" decides to give any consent, permission or other authorisation for the
plan or project. (Regs. 48(1) et al);

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
Therefore the Appropriate Assessment (which includes an in-combination assessment) needs to 
be complete prior to the application being placed before the decision-making Planning and 
Regulatory Committee.
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Determining significant Impacts 
Likely significant impacts have already been determined and hence the need for this appropriate
assessment.

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
English Nature in letter dated 28th October 2004 confirmed that the Stonehenge Application may 
have significant effect on the River Avon cSAC and that an Appropriate Assessment is required,
alone and in combination with other plans and projects.

Who is the Competent Authority that will undertake the appropriate assessment?

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
Salisbury District Council.

What is an Appropriate Assessment?
It is a self contained step in a wider decision making process,

According to the nature conservation value of the site, an appropriate assessment will identify whether
particular aspects such as hydrology, disturbance to habitats and any other affects with a negative impact
on a SAC will occur. When adverse impacts are identified the assessment will then indicate whether
these impacts could be successfully mitigated, whereupon conditions may be applied or whether the
destruction to habitat is so severe that the development should be refused. While the assessment
required under the Habitats Regulations does not correspond to an environmental assessment, for 
some projects such as this where an EA will be necessary, it will be appropriate to use the information
assembled for the purposes of the EA also for the assessment required by the Habitats Regulations.

Scope and Content
The scope and content of an appropriate assessment will depend on the location, size and significance of 
the proposed plan or project (PPG 9 box C10).  English Nature will advise on a case-by-case basis. 
According to the nature conservation interests of the site, English Nature will identify particular aspects
that the appropriate assessment should address 

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
English Nature in their letter dated 28th October 2004 have confirmed that The AA is required
both alone and in combination with other projects. This could be based on previously completed
AA's, but updated with new information obtained by the Council. Based on previous AA's and in 
combination work carried out related to the River Avon cSAC the key impacts to be assessed
can be summarised as:

¶ 

¶ 
¶ 

pulations
¶ 

¶ 
¶ 

Runoff, spillage or leakage directly or via groundwater polluting the river during 
construction.
Increase or decrease in run off during operational use of the development
Increased demand upon water resources arising from increased visitor and
employee po
Increased sewerage disposal impact upon
a) Capacity of existing treatment works 
b) Quality/quantity of discharge into the Avon
c) Need for additional works to treatment works 
Direct loss of habitat
Indirect pressures on the river system if floodplain dynamics are altered.
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Relationship with Environmental Statement
An Environmental Statement has been prepared and submitted with the planning application.

The ES addresses all significant environmental effects. It is appropriate to use the information assembled 
for the ES when carrying out the appropriate assessment under the Habitats Regulations. In view of this
the ES clearly identifies, under a specific subject heading, the likely significant effects on the
internationally important habitats and/or species.

Methodology - How the Appropriate Assessment, Alone and in Combination will 
be carried out for the Stonehenge application 
The Appropriate assessment will comprise of the following key stages: 
The competent authority: 

1. Must consult English Nature 

2. May consult the general public

3. Should clearly identify and understand the site�s conservation objectives 
having regard to the advice of English Nature

4. Should require the applicant to provide such information as may 
reasonably be required for the purposes of the assessment 

5. Should identify the effects of the proposal on the habitats and species of 
international importance and how those effects are likely to affect the 
site�s conservation objectives 

6. Should decide whether the plan or project, as proposed, would adversely 
affect the integrity of the site in the light of the conservation objectives 

7. Should consider the manner in which the plan or project is proposed to 
be carried out, whether it could be modified, or whether conditions or 
restrictions could be imposed, so as to avoid adverse effects on the
integrity of the site 

8. Should conclude whether the proposal, as modified by conditions or 
restrictions, would adversely affect the integrity of the site 

9. Should record the Assessment and notify English Nature of the
Conclusions

The Key Stages Related to the Stonehenge Planning application

1. Consulting English Nature 
Under Regulation 48(3) the competent authority must consult English Nature and must have regard 
to any representations made by English Nature.

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
English Nature were consulted by letter dated 16.9.04 and have confirmed by letter dated
28.10.04 that an Appropriate Assessment both alone and in combination is required. Salisbury
District Council as competent authority fully accepts these representations and will implement
the requirements accordingly. English Nature provided detailed comments to Salisbury District
Council and these form the basis for the request for further information in section 4 below
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2. Consulting the General Public
Under Regulation 48(4) the competent authority may (if it considers it appropriate) take the 
opinion of the general public, on the implications of the proposal for the site�s conservation
objectives, using whatever steps they consider necessary. This may usefully include taking the
opinion of others with relevant knowledge or expertise.

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
After discussion with Legal services and balancing the nature of the proposals, the character and 
proximity of the cSAC against the extensive public consultation of 11 weeks already undertaken 
as part of the planning process, it has been decided that additional consultation was not merited
in this case.

3. The Site's Conservation Objectives 
English Nature will be able to give a clear statement of the site's conservation objectives.

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
Related to the previous Appropriate Assessment work it is apparent that the sites
conservation objectives are based on the River Avon and it's major tributaries, The Bourne,
Till, Wylye, Nadder and Dockens Water being recommended as eligible for cSAC status in 
1998 because it contains a high diversity of habitat types and species which are of European
importance given that they are either rare or threatened.

The species of European importance are: 
¶ 
¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

Atlantic Salmon (salmo salar)
Bullhead (Cottus gobio) for which the River Avon catchment is considered to 
be one of the best areas in the United Kingdom
Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri) a small, jawless, eel like freshwater fish, for 
which the River Avon catchment is considered to be one of the best areas in 
the United Kingdom 
Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) The largest lamprey found in the UK.
Inhabits coastal waters and spawns in rivers, for which the River Avon 
catchment is considered to be one of the best areas in the United Kingdom
(although not the upper reaches of the River Avon)
 Desmoulin's whorl snail (vertigo moulinsiana) a small snail usually found in long
established environments bordering lowland rivers and lakes. It occurs in 
scattered sites between the Norfolk Broads and Dorset. Within Europe, only 
England and Ireland have reasonable populations. The River Avon catchment is 
considered to be one of the best areas in the United Kingdom
Flowing water vegetation (Ranunculion fluitantis & Callitricho-Batrachion).
Watercourses dominated by water-crowfoot species reflecting relatively
unpolluted water. The River Avon catchment is considered to be one of the
best areas in the United Kingdom
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4. Requiring Further Information
The competent authority, taking the advice of English Nature where necessary, should require the 
applicant to provide such information as the competent authority may reasonably require for the 
purposes of making the assessment (Reg.48(2)).

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
In this case to allow the assessment to be made additional information has been requested from the applicants
English Heritage and their agents, Chris Blandford Associates at a meeting held in the Planning Office, Salisbury
on 18th November 2004. The information requested was as follows:

¶ 

¶ 

w.
¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

Empirical evidence on potential future growth in visitor numbers. Calculations for likely foul water
loads and demand for water resources have been based on current levels of visitors. No account
has been taken of potential growth and this needs to be accounted for. This may also have
implications for traffic loadings and resulting pollution risk. 
Further detail is required of the method used to assess demand for water, especially with regard 
to how increased demand on resources resulting from this proposal may have adverse impacts on
the flo
Figures on water usage from this proposal have been provided to inform previous AA's. The
applicants should work with Wessex Water to provide an updated estimate of demand from this
proposal and to relate demand to impacts on flows alone and in combination with other projects
and proposals.
Foul water assessments are satisfactory; with the exception that further detail will be required for 
higher visitor projections.
The detailed drainage scheme is not considered to be sufficient to conclude that there will be no 
significant effect on water quality during operation. Further detail of the system is required; to 
cover operation and maintenance requirements and to ensure high water quality can be 
maintained.
In particular it is imperative that all possible eventualities for removing any risk of pollution to the
river and swamp area are addressed. The location of the infiltration trench is not clearly specified
and needs to be clarified to ensure there are no direct impacts on habitat 
The assessment of the risk of pollution is inadequate to justify the conclusion of a neutral effect on
the river. The following further detail is required
a) The risk assessment should include an attempt to identify the magnitude and likelihood of 

occurrence as separate parameters. Together these generate the level of risk for each issue. 
At present there is no information on the expected relative significance of the various "risk" 
identified

b) De-icing for winter maintenance is not mentioned. This can be a major source of pollutants,
introducing sodium and chlorine into run off. The detention/swale/wetland system should be
designed with these impacts in mind

c) Storage requirements for on-site de-icing agents need to be carefully considered. Cyanide 
compounds can be present and represent an additional risk. 

¶ The ES states, at para 10.4.26, that a �modification of the final outfall position �may be necessary
to coordinate with the A303 Stonehenge Improvement Scheme�.  English Nature understands that
there may still be a requirement for a separate treatment system for this scheme, due to liability
and management issues. In view of this, scheme designs for the Visitor Centre should be 
developed and described within the ES which account for both possibilities

¶ 

¶ 

There is no specific assessment of potential impacts on groundwater and effects in relation to the
SSSI/cSAC. This needs to be clearly outlined and conclusions justified.
English Nature is concerned that there could be impacts on the SSSI/cSAC and associated species
from disturbance and pollution if access should increase as a result of the development. However
we are concerned that access should be managed to ensure disturbance and negative impacts are
minimised and the detail of any access proposals would need to be clarified 

¶ Further detail on the design and operational arrangements for mitigation measures proposed for
the construction and operational stages and for management post-construction are required in
order for English Nature to be satisfied that their implementation and maintenance has been duly
considered.  The detail will need to be agreed with the Environment Agency and English Nature.

¶ There is an intention to bury some electric cables to �re-emerge on the East bank of the River
Avon�.  This has the potential to cause an adverse effect on the SSSI/cSAC and further detail is
required of the methodology for this works.
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5. Identifying Effects

Having regard to English Nature�s advice and other consultation responses and, where relevant, taking
account of the ES or any other information supplied by the developer/proposer, or otherwise available,
the competent authority should identify what the effects of the proposal are likely to be. The effects
considered should be those of the plan or project, either alone or in combination with other plans or
projects, on the habitats and species of international importance and how those effects are likely to 
affect the site�s conservation objectives. This will involve considering, for example, the nature, scale,
geographic extent, timing, duration and magnitude of direct and indirect effects; considering the degree
of certainty in the prediction of effects; considering all mitigating measures already contained in the
proposal and the extent to which these measures are likely to avoid, reduce or ameliorate adverse 
effects on the international nature conservation interests. It is the residual effects, after mitigation, that 
are considered at this stage. 

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
The information supplied by the applicants to allow an Appropriate Assessment to be made is 
contained within the Environmental Statement, which accompanies the planning application. From
this information, which has been the subject to scrutiny and assessment by the key consultees 
and the Technical Consultative Group, the following risks can be identified

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 
¶ 
¶ 

¶ 

There are the following acknowledged impacts and risks: 
Changes to water quality from run-off during construction and operation affecting
flora and fauna
Changes in hydrology caused by construction events, including drying out of the 
floodplain fen and subsequent changes in vegetation
Increased need for foul water treatment and potential upgrade of existing facilities.
Noise impacts from piling and machinery.
Risk of pollution and failure of mitigation measures during construction, which is 
assessed as a moderate adverse impact
There is a small adverse impact that may occur due to a rise in Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand  (BOD) in the River through additional foul sewage treatment at Amesbury
Sewage works.

¶ 

¶ 
¶ 
¶ 

Increase in visitor numbers, which is key to calculating likely foul water loads and 
demands for water resources
Groundwater pollution could occur during construction and operation
Increased and unmanaged public access to the river could cause damage to habitats
Burying of the 33 kV power lines has the potential to cause harm. 

6. The In-combination Assessment
As well as detrmining what impacts the planning application on its own may have on the intergrity of the 
SAC, there is also a requirement to look at other planned developments and exatnt consents in the area
to assess whether cumualtively this they will have an adverse impact on the nature consercation of the
river.

In 2002 a report was endorsed by the Planning and regulatory committee which considered an in 
combination assessment of major development proposals may have upon the health and integrity of the
River Avon. The major developments identified at this time were as follows:
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The 2002 report has formed the baseline for the in-combination assessment of the Stonehenge application the
status of major projects reviewed. This shows there are no new major projects planned which will have an impact,
and that in fact a number of the projects included above are not likely to happen within the foreseeable future (e.g. 
the Maltings Redevelopments and Wylye Valley Relief Road). There has been therefore a net reduction on the likely
in-combination impacts and the conclusions drawn in 2002 are therefore still germane to this case. Further 
information where it can reasonably be expected to be attained, such as the A303 Stonehenge Improvement
Scheme, Statement to Inform the Appropriate Assessment, then the most up to date information has been used to
produce the most up to date assessment of the current pressures on the River Avon.

7.  Integrity of the Site 

Having regard to English Nature�s advice, other consultation responses and any other information
available, the competent authority should decide whether the plan or project, as proposed, would
adversely affect the integrity of the site, in the light of its conservation objectives. That is, whether the
plan or project would adversely affect the �coherence of the site�s ecological structure and function, across its 
whole area, or the habitats, complex of habitats and/or populations of species for which the site is or will be 
classified� (PPG 9 box C10). An adverse effect on integrity is likely to be one which prevents the site
from making the same contribution to favourable conservation status for the relevant feature as it did at 
the time of its designation.

The form of words used in Regulation 48(5) implies that a precautionary approach should be taken in
considering effects on integrity, in line with the Government�s principles for sustainable development
(see Sustainable Development: the UK strategy page 33). Regulation 48(5) says that (subject to Regulation
49) projects may only proceed if the competent authority has ascertained that it will not adversely affect
the integrity of the European site

Project Allenby Redevelopment of Salisbury Plain Garrisons at Tidworth, Bulford
and Larkhill 

Training Estate, Salisbury Plain EIA submitted to LPA's addressing post strategic defence review
use of the Plain 

Solstice Business Park Business park development
Residential development Up to 1000 houses, land south of Boscombe Road Amesbury 
Stonehenge Visitors Centre As per this application 
A303 Improvements Undergrounding and flyover
Wylye Valley Relief Road Route options
Brunel Link and Harnham Relief Road Major road schemes in Salisbury 
The Maltings Redevelopment Major city centre redevelopment in Salisbury
Ringwood, New Forest Retail redevelopment

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
The conclusions of the in-combination appropriate assessment: construction pollution issues
controllable through management programme. Surface run off to be attenuated to greenfield rate.
Requirement for additional abstraction and effluent treatment, which will need to be agreed with
the appropriate authorities.

The overall impact of the Stonehenge planning application in combination with other projects is 
that there are minor tangible risks but they can be successfully mitigated through condition.

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
Risks of the adverse impacts on the River Avon as identified above are considered to be minor.
They are short-term, based principally around the construction phase of the Visitor Centre, but
with some operational risks due to visitor number impacting on water quality. These risks are 
highlighted at section 5 above. However by securing proper and permanent safeguards (see 
section 8 below) then it is not considered that the development will have an adverse impact upon
the integrity of the European site. 
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8. Considering How To Avoid Adverse Effects
 If the proposal would adversely affect the integrity of the site then, having regard to English Nature�s
advice, the competent authority should consider the manner in which it is proposed to be carried out
and whether the plan or project could be modified, or whether conditions or restrictions could be
imposed, so as to avoid the adverse effects. This may include, for example, changes to the siting, layout,
timing or use of the proposal and the use of obligations or legal agreements. (Reg. 48(6)).

Compensatory measures that may be offered in the proposal at this stage, seeking to redress but not 
remove residual harm to the international interests (such as the provision of land for habitat creation
purposes), should not be considered in the appropriate assessment, but may be considered later in the
decision making process. (See Reg. 53). 

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
In order to avoid the potential impacts outlined above, the applicants are suggesting a number of 
mitigation measures. This is based around an Outline Construction Environmental Management
Plan, which has been submitted with the application, Ecological Construction Management and 
Monitoring Plan (ECMMP) and a Water Strategy. A project ecologist would oversee the works 
including the following safeguarding measures:

1. Defined works areas would be clearly marked and no construction works, storage of 
materials or workers would be allowed outside these areas, particularly in areas of 
important grassland habitats or near areas of importance for terrestrial invertebrates.

2. No entry would be allowed by employees/construction/site workers to the River Avon 
bank-side during the construction period to limit disturbance impacts on the river SAC
and associated habitats and fauna.

3. Works external to buildings would be restricted to daylight hours to avoid the use of 
external lighting, which would be required with night-time works to prevent unnecessary
disturbance to nocturnal and crepuscular species such as certain invertebrates, bats and
birds.

4. No herbicide would be used within or adjacent to important grassland areas identified
5. To reduce the risk of fire damaging habitats within the Site, smoking would not be

allowed on Site during construction. 
¶ Specific protected species mitigation guidance would be provided including:

*DEFRA Licence guidance with regard to bats; Seasonal constraints such as
vegetation clearance only allowed outside the breeding bird season
Specific construction methodology near to badger setts to be agreed with 
Project
Ecologist and English Nature (EN) and if necessary carried out under an EN 
licence;
 * Methodology of relocation of reptiles to be agreed with EN; 
Any steep sided excavations to be provided with plank/ramps to allow animals,
which could fall in such as deer and badger an opportunity to get out.

¶ Water Strategy includes a "sensitivity test" based on higher projected estimate of visitors
¶ Water Strategy outlines potential impacts and mitigations on water resources and water

quality including foul run-off and groundwater.
¶ The management plan makes it clear that there will be no access to the water courses 

for general public hence preventing the risk of human activity causing habitat destruction
or damage 

¶ Information indicates that burying of electric cables will not occur in the vicinity of the
River Avon 

It is considered that the mitigation measures proposed will prove effective if they are properly
implemented and this may secured via an appropriate condition up an planning permission
granted.
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9. Conclusion on Effects In The Light of Conditions and 
The competent authority should reassess the conclusions in the light of any such modifications,
conditions or restrictions that may be agreed or imposed.

It is not considered that the scheme either alone or in combination would have an adverse 
impact on the SAC. Some minor risks have been identified, but it is considered that the mitigation
set out within the Construction Environmental Management Plan, the Ecological Constr
Management and Monitoring Plan (ECMMP) and the Water Strategy would minimise the
likelihood of occurrence and make the risk negligible. It is however, necessary to ensure that the
measures promoted are adequately implemented and the management regimes maintained and 
this should be secured through condition should planning permission be granted

uction

Requirement for additional abstraction and effluent treatment has been agreed between the 
applicant and appropriate authority. 

10. Recording the Assessment 
 It would be advisable for this conclusion, and the reasons for it, to be recorded. English Nature should
be notified of the conclusion of the appropriate assessment and the authority�s decision as to the effects
on the integrity of the site, before the authority undertakes the plan or project or issues any permission, 
consent or other authorisation (PPG 9 para 30). 

The subsequent courses of action open to a competent authority are set out in Regulations 48(5) - (7), 
49 and 54(3). The Regulations prohibit a competent authority from undertaking or giving consent to any 
plan or project unless the appropriate assessment concluded that it would not have an adverse effect on
the integrity of the site, or specific criteria are met and the Secretary of State has been informed.

Salisbury District Council (Competent Authority) Action
To record the assessment the local authority will adopt the Good Practice Outline at paragraph
29of the English Nature, Habitats Regulations Guidance Note (May 1997) and will append the 
assessment to the Committee report, place a public inspection copy on deposit in the public
reception area, copied to English Nature and all parties who were consulted on the assessment
and a copy placed on the planning application file.

Background Papers

The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994
Habitats Regulations Guidance Note 1 - English Nature 1997
Planning Policy Guidance Note 9 
Committee Report to Planning & Regulatory Panel - John Hammond, Salisbury District Council 2002
Counsel's Opinion & Guidance Note - James Maurici 2003

David Milton 
Special Projects Officer
Salisbury District Council
Tel: 01722 434354
Fax: 01722 434592
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