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AGENDA SUPPLEMENT (1)

Meeting: Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

Place: Kennet Room - County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, BA14 8JN
Date: Thursday 13 February 2025
Time: 10.30 am

The Agenda for the above meeting was published on 5 February 2025. Additional
documents are now available and are attached to this Agenda Supplement.

Please direct any enquiries on this Agendato Ben Fielding - Senior Democratic
Services Officer of Democratic Services, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge,
direct line 01225 718656 or email benjamin.fielding@wiltshire.gov.uk

Press enquiries to Communications on directlines (01225)713114/713115.

This Agenda and all the documents referred to within itare available on the Council’s
website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk
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Agenda ltem 7

Wiltshire Council
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

13 February 2025

Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Report on Proposed Amendments for the 2025/26 Budget

Purpose of report

1. To report to the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee the proposed
amendments from Cllr Jon Hubbard to the budgetrecommended to Cabineton 4
February 2025 for the committee to appraise and raise any comments to Full

Council.
Background
2. This meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee provides an

opportunity fornon-executive councillorsto question ClirJon Hubbard, on the proposed
amendments before the budgetis considered by Full Councilon 25 February 2025.

3. The Member proposal is an amendmentto the proposed Cabinetbudget, as set outas
follows:

e To introduce free swimming for children and young people during school
holidays across Council run facilities within Wiltshire. This covers all school
holidays including half term breaks.

4. The above proposal has the following impact on the 2025/26 base budget:

Proposal Impact
£m

To introduce free swimming for children and young people
during school holidays across Council run facilities within
Wiltshire.

2025/26 pressure of proposal 0.406

2026/27 pressure of proposal 0.429

2027/28 pressure of proposal 0.453

Total pressure across MTFS 1.288

Funding Proposal of Pressure
Increase Council Tax by 0.115% in 2025/26 resulting in an 1.288
impact of £1.288m over the MTFS period

5. The proposal has the effect of increasing budgets in the 2025/26 financial year which
resultsin arevenue pressure in every year of the MTFS, with proposals for funding this
pressure set outin the table above.
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6.

The impact of the funding of the proposal has the effect increasing Council Tax in
2025/26. This has a cumulative positive impact on the Council Tax income for the
2026/27 and 2027/28 financial years.

S.151 Officer Comments

7.

10.

11.

The proposal has been reviewed and an estimated assessment of the overall financial
impact of the proposal indicates a loss of income and additional running costs, which
are based on the currentusage.

The pressure may not be as high as set out above as the assumption used is based
on all those paying taking the option of free swimming, which they may not. There is
however a risk of further loss on income from Junior memberships and Swim School
memberships, but this is not deemed significant and estimates on running costs are
based on a prudentbasis which allows for additional income losses.

Funding this proposal by additional council taxincome, which can be raised and falls
within the limits of allowable increases set by government (up to 3% for basic council
tax) provides greater certainty of income from local taxation in future years.

Year on year there will be increased pressure from the proposal due to inflationary
increases on running costs and additional losses from increased charges butthisis at
least equally off-set by the additional council tax that will be raised in future years due
to the cumulative impact of increased council taxin 2025/26.

Thisamendmenttherefore balancesand does notimpact on the 2025/26 base budget
proposed in the original paper to Cabinetin a detrimental way and in doing so meets
the financial testfor an amendmentto the budgetto be considered by Full Council.

Monitoring Officer Comments

12.

Subiject to the views of the Chairman of the Council and subjectto this proposal being
moved in accordance with the Rules of Procedure in Part 4 of the Constitution, thisis
an appropriate amendmentwithin the meaning of Rule 20.6. There are no other legal
implications.

Head of Paid Service Comments

13. As Head of Paid Service, | can confirm that officers have provided independent
advice. We are aware of the full details of the amendments, and they are policy
amendmentsin nature.

Conclusion

14.  Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee are asked to considerthe proposed

amendments to the financial plan 2025/26 and inform Full Council on 25 February.
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Wiltshire Council

Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

13 February 2025

Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Report on Proposed Amendments for the 2025/26 Budget

Purpose of report

1.

To report to the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee the proposed
amendments from Cllr Jon Hubbard to the budget recommended to Cabinet on 4
February 2025 for the committee to appraise and raise any comments to Full Council.

Background

2.

5.

This meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee provides an
opportunity fornon-executive councillorsto question ClirJon Hubbard, on the proposed
amendments before the budgetis considered by Full Councilon 25 February 2025.

The Member proposal is an amendmentto the proposed Cabinetbudget, as set outas

follows:

e A permanentincrease in Wiltshire Reablement Services. This would deliver
increased capacity to work with individuals toimprove levels ofindependence

and quality of life and reduce reliance of funded long term care.

The above proposal has the following impact on the 2025/26 base budget:

Proposal

Impact
£m

A permanentincrease in Wiltshire Reablement Services. This
would deliverincreased capacity to work with individuals to
improve levels of independence and quality of life and reduce
reliance of funded long term care.

2025/26 pressure of proposal

1.324

2026/27 pressure of proposal

1.400

2027/28 pressure of proposal

1477

Total pressure across MTFS

4.201

Funding Proposal of Pressure

Increase Council Tax by 0.375% in 2025/26 resulting in an
impact of £4.201m over the MTFS period

4.201

The proposal has the effect of increasing budgetsin the 2025/26 financial year which
resultsin arevenue pressure in every year of the MTFS, with proposals for funding this

pressure set outin the table above.
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6.

The impact of the funding of the proposal has the effect increasing Council Tax in
2025/26. This has a cumulative positive impact on the Council Tax income for the
2026/27 and 2027/28 financial years.

S.151 Officer Comments

7.

8.

10.

The proposal has been costed and is set outin the figures above.

Funding this proposal by additional council tax income, which can be raised and falls
within the limits of allowable increases set by government (up to 3% for basic council
tax) provides greater certainty of income from local taxation in future years.

Year on year there will be increased pressure from the proposal due to inflationary
increases on staffing and other associated costs, but thisis at least equally off-set by
the additional council taxthat will be raised in future years dueto the cumulative impact
of increased council taxin 2025/26.

This amendmenttherefore balancesanddoes notimpact on the 2025/26 base budget
proposed in the original paper to Cabinetin a detrimental way and in doing so meets
the financial testfor an amendmentto the budgetto be considered by Full Council.

Monitoring Officer Comments

11.

Subiject to the views of the Chairman of the Council and subjectto this proposal being
moved in accordance with the Rules of Procedure in Part 4 of the Constitution, thisis
an appropriate amendmentwithin the meaning of Rule 20.6. There are no other legal
implications.

Head of Paid Service Comments

12. As Head of Paid Service, | can confirm that officers have provided independent
advice. We are aware of the full details of the amendments, and they are policy
amendmentsin nature.

Conclusion

13. Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee are asked to consider the proposed

amendments to the financial plan 2025/26 and inform Full Council on 25 February
2025.
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