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HistoryHistory

•• Pre 1000 AD Pre 1000 AD -- IndiaIndia

•• 1000 1000 –– 1300 1300 –– Persia & Eastern EuropePersia & Eastern Europe

•• Ca 1500 Ca 1500 –– BritainBritain

•• 1800 1800 -- navviesnavvies

•• 1800 1800 –– farm labourersfarm labourers



The NumbersThe Numbers

•• 6785 6785 (6696) (6696) –– Public pitchesPublic pitches

•• 7400 7400 (7351)(7351) –– Private pitchesPrivate pitches

•• 1315 1315 (1564) (1564) –– Unauthorised EncampmentsUnauthorised Encampments•• 1315 1315 (1564) (1564) –– Unauthorised EncampmentsUnauthorised Encampments

•• 2365 2365 (2287) (2287) –– Unauthorised DevelopmentsUnauthorised Developments

•• 3680 3680 (3751) (3751) –– Unofficial PitchesUnofficial Pitches

•• 26% 26% (27%) (27%) -- Unofficial PitchesUnofficial Pitches



Public PerceptionPublic Perception

•• CrimeCrime

•• RubbishRubbish

•• TaxesTaxes

•• Unauthorised encampmentsUnauthorised encampments

•• Unauthorised developmentsUnauthorised developments



The RealityThe Reality

•• ACPO ResearchACPO Research

•• Environment Agency DataEnvironment Agency Data

•• Council Tax / Provision of ServicesCouncil Tax / Provision of Services

•• Costs of ServicesCosts of Services

•• Appeal DecisionsAppeal Decisions



The ProblemThe Problem

•• One in four Gypsy and Traveller caravans One in four Gypsy and Traveller caravans 
are on unauthorised sitesare on unauthorised sites

•• Tensions with the settled community Tensions with the settled community --•• Tensions with the settled community Tensions with the settled community --
£18m spent annually on enforcement£18m spent annually on enforcement

•• Gypsies and Travellers are the most Gypsies and Travellers are the most 
socially excluded group in the countrysocially excluded group in the country



HealthHealth

•• Average life expectancy of Gypsies & Travellers is 20 Average life expectancy of Gypsies & Travellers is 20 
years less than for the settled populationyears less than for the settled population

•• 42% of Gypsies & Travellers have long term illnesses 42% of Gypsies & Travellers have long term illnesses •• 42% of Gypsies & Travellers have long term illnesses 42% of Gypsies & Travellers have long term illnesses 

–– compared to 18% of the settled populationcompared to 18% of the settled population

•• 18% of Gypsy & Traveller mothers have experienced the 18% of Gypsy & Traveller mothers have experienced the 
death of a childdeath of a child

--compared to 1% of the settled communitycompared to 1% of the settled community



EducationEducation

•• A A –– C Grades at GCSE (2004)C Grades at GCSE (2004)

–– 52% of the settled population52% of the settled population–– 52% of the settled population52% of the settled population

–– 30% of Irish Traveller children30% of Irish Traveller children

–– 13% of Gypsy children13% of Gypsy children



The SolutionThe Solution

•• 4000 pitches represents 10 per authority4000 pitches represents 10 per authority

•••• Adequate provisionAdequate provision

•• Appropriate provisionAppropriate provision

•• Funding Funding -- £97m available£97m available



ConcernsConcerns

•• Timescales Timescales –– Interim ProvisionInterim Provision

•• Public reactionPublic reaction•• Public reactionPublic reaction

•• DemocracyDemocracy



Questions?Questions?

•• RMBennett@obdn.co.ukRMBennett@obdn.co.uk

•• www.communities.idea.gov.ukwww.communities.idea.gov.uk

•• www.lga.gov.ukwww.lga.gov.uk

Click publicationsClick publications
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