
 

 

Community Governance Review Request Form 
 

Name of Town/City/Parish:     Melksham Without Parish Council  

Governance change requested: 

(Tick all that apply) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details of requested change(s):  

Boundary between Melksham Without and Seend  

To move the existing boundary from Seend Parish Council to Melksham 
Without Parish Council encompassing BRAG (Bowerhill Residents Action 
Group) canalside picnic area. 

There are no dwellings or electors that would be affected by this change. 

Reason for requested change(s):  

To move the existing boundary between Seend Parish and Melksham Without Parish 
to follow the Kennet & Avon Canal further eastwards from Melksham Park Farm to 
the drain running northwards towards Carnation Lane to encompass all the farmland 
north of the canal and the BRAG (Bowerhill Residents Action Group) canalside 
picnic area. 

 

Melksham Without Parish Council proposed this change at the last Community 
Governance Review but unfortunately the request was not accepted.  Since that time 
however, Melksham Without Parish Council have continued to provide the BRAG 
team with financial, operational and moral support throughout this time and still very 
strongly believes that this area has a strong community identity and a sense of place 
with the community of Bowerhill in Melksham Without and not with Seend; as has 
been demonstrated since the last CGR. 

Change name of parish/parish wards 

Change number of councillors for parish 

Change number/shape of wards for parish 

    Change external boundaries of parish 

Creation/merger/abolition/grouping of parishes 

Change name of parish 

Other change 



The picnic area and the bridleway access to it from Brabazon Way at the edge of 
Bowerhill Industrial Estate and from Locking Close and Bowerhill Lane in the 
residential part of Bowerhill is owned by Wiltshire Council but maintained by both 
Melksham Without parish council and BRAG volunteers, including local Bowerhill 
businesses and not by Seend residents or Seend parish council.  

The hedges and grass verges on the bridleway are maintained by local businessman 
(agricultural machinery) Colin Bush who resides in Locking Close, Bowerhill and was 
originally laid out and still maintained by local farmer and groundwork contractor 
owner Ed Bodman from Bowerhill Lane.  Whether its bark chippings or compost 
deliveries, they all are delivered via Bowerhill and moved by equipment and labour 
by Ed Bodman and the volunteers.  The BRAG volunteers litter pick the bridleway 
and picnic area daily as part of their route around Bowerhill and then deposit the 
waste at the picnic area large oil drum bin; as do the local boaters using the canal 
and the many visitors.  This oil drum bin is emptied weekly by the Melksham Without 
Parish Caretaker on a weekly basis (loading on a sack truck and wheeling on foot 
down the bridleway) and twice a week in the summer months. The cost of this time, 
the holiday cover by contractors and the cost of disposing of the waste is all borne by 
Melksham Without parish council and ultimately their residents via the Precept, and 
not by Seend parish council.  Melksham Without parish council also provides annual 
funding to BRAG to cover their own public liability insurance when working in the 
area and covers their assets such as picnic tables and noticeboards on the parish 
council insurance and maintenance schedule.  There have been several spates of 
mindless vandalism at the picnic area over the last couple of years and the parish 
council has provided police liaison, and as mentioned before, moral support to the 
demoralised team of volunteers.  We have also worked with the Rights of Way team 
and volunteers from the West Wilts Ramblers to put in a kissing gate from the 
permissive path to Brabazon Way to allow the many visitors to the area to remain 
safe and not to slip into the road down the slope from the field. The picnic area and 
bridleway are consistently used by residents of Bowerhill and the wider Melksham 
area. It has such regular use by students of Bowerhill primary school (not Seend 
primary school) and the local Bowerhill nurseries, child minders and pre-schools; it 
“belongs” to the people of Bowerhill. BRAG has two representatives from Melksham 
Without Parish council as part of its official reps, but other Bowerhill ward councillors 
are also members and Wiltshire Councillor Roy While always attended meetings too 
(as member for Melksham Without South).  

The ultimate frustration is that due to its special qualities the Bowerhill community 
are trying to get the area designated as “Local Green Space” to give it another layer 
of protection as an important community space.  However, this cannot be done in the 
Melksham Neighbourhood Plan as not in the Plan area as outside the parish 
boundary of Melksham Without and so we have been doing the legwork and 
providing the evidence from residents etc for the Seend Neighbourhood Plan,  
Seend residents having not provided sufficient evidence as they presumably were 
unaware or did not value the space. The Melksham Area Board meeting on Tuesday 
3rd September 2019  resolved that the picnic area is an important community space 



and so to add their weight to the evidence being gathered for the Local Green Space 
designation.  

We hope that the above goes some way to emphasise the strength of feeling in the 
local community that the picnic area and bridleway should sit in the parish of 
Melksham Without with the Bowerhill community.  However, the physical boundary 
argument is even stronger; the existing boundary is not possible to view on the 
ground since several of the hedgerows that it used to follow have been removed. In 
fact, after the last CGR decision I showed the Seend parish Clerk and Chairman the 
location of the boundary, the bridleway and the picnic area as they were unaware 
and had never visited those parts of their parish.  The canal is a very clear, strong, 
physical boundary on the ground that everyone can clearly understand and is 
already the boundary between the two parishes towards the west.  Melksham 
Without parish council still maintain that this is where the boundary should be 
between Seend and Melksham Without; in line with the LGBCE guidance 8b & 33 
reflects the identities and interests of the local community in that area  and 16 put in 
place strong, clearly defined boundaries, tied to firm ground features and remove 
anomalous boundaries  and 35 well established residents’ associations which local 
people have set up and make a distinct contribution to the community and 47 
capacity building to develop community’s skills, knowledge and confidence  and  48 
central to the concept of sustainable communities is community cohesion. 

 

Date of council resolution(s): Full Council meeting Monday 24th June 2019 

Detail of council resolution(s): 

Minute 101/19 Wiltshire Council Boundary Review 
c) Community Governance Request to Wiltshire Council 
Resolved 1: The Parish Council put forward a request to Wiltshire Council for a 
Boundary Review and show, as with the previous Boundary Review in 2016, that 
the Parish Council acknowledges where development sits better with the Town, 
and that the 100 dwellings at Sandridge Place and the 450 dwellings to extend 
the east of Melksham should be transferred to the Town. However, where 
development does not fit with urban areas, that the rural nature and parish 
boundaries are respected. The Parish Council also requests that as the Kennet 
& Avon Canal is a physical boundary that the BRAG canal picnic area is 
transferred from the parish of Seend to Melksham Without; The Clerk to have an 
informal conversation with Seend Clerk to explain the reasoning behind this 
request. 2: A copy of this request to Wiltshire Council to be sent to Melksham 
Town Council and Seend Parish Council. 

Proposer signature:  

Proposer position:   Teresa Strange, Clerk, Melksham Without Parish Council 

 

 



Insert map of proposed change (if applicable):  
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