
   

SOUTHWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 
Mr Kieran Elliot  
Senior Democratic Services Officer  
Wiltshire Council  
County Hall  
Bythesea Road  
Trowbridge  
Wiltshire 
 
22nd October 2019  
 
By email  
 
Dear Mr Elliot  
 
Community Governance Review – Southwick  
 
I write further to the information supplied in relation to the Community Governance Review and the proposals 
from Trowbridge Town Council (TTC), which were discussed at a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 
15th October 2019.  Whilst we understand the formal consultation process is yet to be run I am directed to submit 
the Parish Council’s initial comments.  
 
At the meeting held on 15th October 2019 the Chair and members objected to the proposals put forward by TTC.  
They also resolved to submit a community governance review to request a redrawing of the boundary with 
Trowbridge to include Church Lane, The Nestings and Old Brick Fields.  This latter resolution supports the 
recommendation of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, of which I understand you have already been 
informed.  
 
In respect of the PC’s objection to the proposals submitted by TTC we wish to record the following supporting 
statements: 
 

1.    Approval of the proposals would require that Southwick’s designated Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Area would need to be re-drawn.  

2.    This being the case, all existing NDP maps and documentation would need to be amended/re-drafted.  
3.    This would result in additional consultancy costs being incurred, which would place an unreasonable burden 

on the resources of the Parish Council.  
4.   The above would result in the delivery of the NDP for Southwick being further delayed.  Such a delay would 

likely result in competing large-scale developers submitting applications for developments in the centre of 
the village once again, completely undermining Southwick’s NDP.  

5.    Should the Steering Group identify the need for more than 8 affordable homes then these can be allocated 
from those being planned at Southwick Court.  Should the change in boundary proceed, then Southwick 
would  lose this facility. 

6.    The Parish Council would, as a result of this  proposal, lose all claims to the Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) monies associated with the development.  Southwick PC would also lose future precept/taxes on the 
dwellings built at Southwick Court.  

7.    Southwick Primary will inevitably end up taking more children from Trowbridge, not Southwick.  This will 
impact school revenues in the longer term.  
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In summary, Southwick Parish Council opposes the TTC CGR request due to the impact it will have on the NDP 
Designated area, impact on the structure of the current draft NDP, the amount of rework required and the 
likelihood of further delays /costs.  
 
In respect of the Community Governance Review request from Southwick PC I attach a map which shows the 
proposed boundary change.  

 
I would be most grateful if you could record the PC’s objection and its supporting reasoning, together with the 
proposal for a change to the parishes boundary with Trowbridge.  
 
If you require any additional information please do not hesitate to contact me and I look forward to receiving the 
details of the formal consultation in due course.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

Nicola Duke B.A (Hons), FSLCC  
Parish Clerk  
For and on behalf of  
Southwick Parish Council  
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