
   A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE TWO COUNCILS FOR MELKSHAM 
                                           WITHIN AND WITHOUT. 
 
Throughout this document I will refer to Melksham Without Parish 
Council as `the Parish` and Melksham Town Council as` the Town`. 
All figures are approximate and where averages have been used this will 
be made apparent. 
 
 
PREAMBLE. 
 
During the last few years since the Wiltshire Council Governance Review 
was undertaken there have been many voices raised regarding the 
governance of Melksham which at the moment is administered by two 
councils, Melksham Without Parish Council for the rural area and 
Melksham Within Town council for the conurbation of Melksham Town. 
 
The Parish/Town covers a collective area of 16.5sq miles and if you 
consider the area as a doughnut shape the Town is in the middle covering 
an area of 2 sq miles with a population of 16,774.  Giving the Parish 14.5 
sq miles and a population of 7,970.  A total population of  24,744. 
 
The Parish has a tax base (2019/20) of 2,656.84 houses giving a population 
of 7,970 (Wiltshire Council population guide I house x 3 people).  The 
Parish Council Tax is £75. 69 for a Band D property raising a total amount 
of £201,108.  The constituents are represented by13 councillors (1 cllr per 
618) supported by an office staff of three plus two caretakers of varying 
hours. 
 
In contrast the Town has a tax base (2019/20) of 5,591 houses giving a 
population of 16,774.  The Town Council Tax is £151.13 for a Band D 
property raising a total amount of £844,910.  The constituents are 
represented by 15 councillors (1 cllr per 1,118) supported by 4 full time 
and 1 part time staff plus 5 caretakers. 
 
 During the next 5 years many more houses will be built towards the east 
of Melksham with a projected bypass for the east of Melksham within the 
next 6-8 years. This will increase the built environment with communities 
that were once standing alone being in filled with houses and becoming 
joined up.   



 
THE QUESTION? 
 
The main question appears to be “ Is Melksham better served by the 
abolition of the present two 2 councils Parish and Town, and the creation 
of one Unitary Council for both areas”. 
 
FOR AND AGAINST. 
 
FOR, the current Town conurbation is being swollen towards the north and 
east of Melksham by new housing estates and if the bypass is built will 
encompass those areas in a natural urban setting and boundary. The 
Pathfinder Way development joining up the community of Bowerhill with 
the Town forms a coherent geographical area called Melksham Town. 
 
Bowerhill, currently part of the Parish has 1,433 houses with a population 
of 4,300, 54% of the population of the Parish is bolted onto Bowerhill 
industrial estate in an area of ½ sq mile out of a total Parish area of 14.5sq 
miles and the Town considers that this area would fit naturally into the 
Town.  Bowerhill has evolved by various developments over the last 50 
years. 
 
There may be scope for modest cost saving on the staffing side but none 
on the councillor side as they do not get paid. 
 
AGAINST,  within the communities of Bowerhill, Berryfields, Shaw, 
Whitley and Beanacre some say that they consider themselves to be in the 
rural Parish that they have distinct historical and rural connections to the 
Parish.  That the Parish better understands the needs of their rural area 

and that merging them into the Town would mean their voice would carry 
less weight and that the Town may prosper at their rural expense. 
 
There may be scope for modest cost savings on the staffing side but none 
on the councillor side as they do not get paid. 
 
As it now stands the Town think one council is better with the Parish 
thinking that the present two is better. 
 
 



WHAT DO THE CONSTITUENTS THINK? 
 
Two years ago the Annual Parish Council meeting was held in the Shaw 
village hall, during the chairmen`s address he mentioned the question of 
one or two councils and reiterated the Parish view that the present two 
council structure should be maintained. Several councillors were allowed 
to speak in support, but those for one council were not invited to speak. 
 
At the end of the meeting I put the question to the 70 odd audience, One or 
Two councils? On a show of hands 95% voted to keep the present two 
councils. 
 
As one of the six councillors representing the Bowerhill Ward within the 
Parish and given that 54% of the population of the Parish live in an area 
of ½ sq mile I decided to ask my constituents what they wanted for 
Bowerhill.   
 
During April 2018 I posted a card through 1,433 letter boxes asking the 
question, “ Do you as a constituent of Bowerhill Ward in Melksham 
Without Parish Council support one council for the whole of the 
Melksham area or the present two council structure”? 
 
The results were as follows, 74 people replied (5.16%).  Of those 37 
supported 1 council (50%), 36 supported 2 councils (48.65%) with 1 don`t 
know (1.35%).  I make no personal comment on these findings! 
 
What I would say is that from the two votes those in distinctly rural areas 
strongly believe in two councils, whilst those of a more ambiguous 
geographical area by a narrow margin prefer one council or are at least not 
much interested either way. 
 
As a councillor I support the policy of the Parish in that the Parish wishes 
to maintain the present two council system and in the spirit of collective 
responsibility I am bound to support the policy voted on by the whole 
council.  However, I do have a personal view within the conversation, 
and it is in that capacity, a constituent, that I submit my proposals to the 
governance review committee for consideration. 
 
 



 
Abolish the present two council structure of Parish and Town and replace 
them with a one Town council for the expanded conurbation of  Melksham 
to include Berryfields, Bowerhill, Pathfinder Way, Hunters Wood and 100 
houses north of Sandridge Common forming a natural circle.  A council to 
promote the interests and requirements of an Urban area. 
 
One Parish Council to cover Shaw, Whitley, Beanacre and the Blackmore 
Ward.  A council to promote the interests and requirements of a rural area. 
 
This may satisfy the concerns of the residents of both areas and the present 
2 councils particular views.   
 
You could keep the names Melksham Town Council and Melksham 
Without Parish Council. Or perhaps, Melksham Council for the urban area 
and Melksham North Rural Council for the rural area, or Shaw,Whitley & 
Beanacre Parish Council. 
 
In the case of the new smaller rural Parish there would be no change to the 
wards or councillors so no cost there. However, a smaller council would 
require redundancies from the present one.  In the case of the new 
Melksham Council some ward changes and extra councillors but no 
redundancies, but the redundant rural staff might be picked up by the 
expanded Town. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your eventual 
recommendations. 
 
 
P. C. 
 
           
 
 
             
             
             


