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NOTES:

1) The name used for the organisation associated with the AONB designation is the Cotswolds
National Landscape Board. At times this is abbreviated to National Landscape Board or The
Board. The legal name of the organisation remains the Cotswolds Conservation Board but
this name is no longer used in most circumstances.

2) Cotswolds National Landscape is the new name for the Cotswolds Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB). The new name takes forward one of the proposals of the
Government-commissioned ‘Landscapes Review’ to rename AONBs as ‘National Landscapes’.
This change reflects the national importance of AONBs and the fact that they are
safeguarded, in the national interest, for nature, people, business and culture.

3) Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/section/85

4) The documents referred to in our response can be located on the Cotswolds National
Landscape website under the following sections

a. Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Management Plan 2023-2025
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/management-plan

b. Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/Ica

c. Cotswolds AONB Landscape Strategy and Guidelines
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/Isg

d. Cotswolds AONB Local Distinctiveness and Landscape Change
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/ldlIc

e. Cotswolds Conservation Board Position Statements
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/ps1 www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/ps2



















The Wiltshire Council Castle Combe 7 and Yatton Keynell 25 Diversion and Definitive Map and Statement
Modification Order 2023

| write to object in the strongest possible terms to this Modification Order. As a resident of the parish of Yatton Keynell,
| regularly walk this cherished footpath, delighting in the stillness and secluded tranquillity of the meadow, which is
specifically afforded by being able to travel the path at the very heart of it. | do not see what possible justification can
be given for such a proposal but understand that the applicant has offered rather a lot reasons. Taking them in order:

1) The applicant wishes more privacy. Those of us that are lucky enough to live, walk and work in this valley
accept that being an AONB it will draw visitors from far and wide. The idea that one individual’s quest for
‘privacy’ should deny future generations a chance to enjoy something of unique charm is unconscionable. The
current owner must surely have been well aware of the proximity of the footpath when he acquired the house
and land several years ago and though numbers of walkers have risen in recent years, the footpath in question
benefits from being slightly ‘off the beaten track’ and will be bypassed by the majority. It is therefore puzzling
that privacy should now have become an issue...

2) Prevent trespass. | cannot comment on incidences of this except to state that the point of trespass cited is not
obvious given how overgrown the meadow has been allowed to become. Might | suggest that a better
maintained footpath would help mitigate against trespass?

3) The field is used for lambing. There have been no sheep at pasture, let alone lambing, on this ground for the
past several years. | assume the applicant can provide a flock number with him named as the registered keeper
to verify his claim? | was once called upon to assist others following a dog attack on an unfortunate ewe on the
ground across the river when the applicant’s brother farmed what was the original estate, but that was
committed by the applicant’s own dog. The meadow is much neglected and has not been appropriately grazed
or maintained since 2020

4) Existing footpath crosses the leat which floods. In twenty years of walking this footpath | have never once
known flooding at the Castle Combe end though the river is regrettably much choked with reeds

5) The existing bridge suffers from erosion. There is no manifest evidence to support this claim and the
cost/convenience of conducting any necessary repairs cannot be remotely comparable to the scale of activity
(groundworks/tree felling/bridge construction) required for the creation of a new footpath

These justifications are spurious at best, but that aside, what this proposal fails to acknowledge is the impact of the
footpath being relocated to the opposite bank of the river on to ground that has designated SSSI status. The map
indicates that the new footpath would run immediately alongside the river. Whereas its current location, in the middle
of the field, affords relative protection for the abundant local wildlife, the new route would bring walkers, and doubtless
dogs, directly into important woodland/riverside habitats. There have been multiple and significant sightings of both
Beavers and Otters on the this stretch of the Bybrook, as well as water voles, mink, ducks, coots and moorhens. | trust
the appropriate bodies would be called upon to conduct independent searches into the ecological impact from both
the extensive groundworks and tree felling which would be required and the regular traffic of walkers? Furthermore,
there is a longstanding history of badger activity in these woods, the disruption of which will be of concern to three
local cattle farms and DEFRA given the area falls within a TB hotspot. The clear evidence of ash dieback, and especially
of trees with insecure roots on a steep slope adjacent to a new footpath, would be of significant concern for public
safety.

In summary, not only are there no substantial grounds for permitting this relocation of an existing footpath, but it
would be a gross dereliction of Wiltshire County Council’s environmental duty if it were to be granted. The ‘whim’ of
one individual should not be prioritised over wider interests and rights.

Ms Laughton









Any representations or objections should be received no later than 17:00 on 6t October 2023 as per
the notice.

Best Regards

Craig Harlow miPrROW

Definitive Map Officer

Definitive Map and Highway Records
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Trowbridge

BA14 8JN

Wilishire Council

Direct Line: 01249 468568
Email: craig.harlow@wiltshire.gov.uk
Web: www.wiltshire.gov.uk
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Information relating to how Wiltshire Council will manage your data can be found at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/recreation-rights-of-way
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of personal financial information by means of e-mail any such request should be confirmed in writing
by contacting Wiltshire Council.

This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 This email and any attachments is intended for the named
recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any
of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated
attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we
can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems
may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other
lawful purposes.
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